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VOTE “NO” ON MEDICARE PRE-
SCRIPTION DRUG PRICE NEGO-
TIATION ACT

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in opposition to H.R. 4, the
Big Government Prescription Drug
Price Negotiation Act. This bill is po-
litically driven, and it will result in a
one-size-fits-all program that gives us
higher drug prices, less consumer
choice, and will certainly not uphold
some of the access that has been made
available through Medicare part D.
And we know that seniors want choice.
We hear that from them. They want to
preserve the doctor-patient relation-
ship, and they want access to prescrip-
tions in their local communities.

What H.R. 4 does is to open the door
for Big Government to decide what
medicines patients receive instead of
their doctors.

Unfortunately, the Democrats are
rushing the bill to the floor to undo the
hard work of Medicare part D. We
know from survey after survey that
over three-fourths of seniors are satis-
fied with this program.

There have been no discussions, no
hearings, no analysis on how this pro-
posal will impact the access of seniors.
I urge my colleagues to vote ‘“‘no.”

————

AUTHORIZING EMBRYONIC STEM
CELL RESEARCH

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today we
will fulfill an important promise to the
American people by authorizing ethical
embryonic stem cell research.

Millions of people across our Nation
and around the world will be paying
close attention as we affirm our com-
mitment to finding cures for diseases
that have touched all of us: Alz-
heimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, cancer,
heart disease, multiple sclerosis, spinal
cord injury, and many more.

I have been truly touched by letters
of hope from constituents and from or-
ganizations representing those suf-
fering from illnesses that may eventu-
ally be cured through stem cell re-
search.

And our Nation’s leading scientists
are eagerly awaiting the opportunity
to make the United States the world
leader in this groundbreaking research.

As Members of Congress, we are
blessed with the opportunity to take
such an important vote that will pave
the way to saving lives. I urge all of
my colleagues to vote in favor of H.R.
3 today and be part of this monumental
effort.
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SMALL TOWNS HEART AND SOUL
OF AMERICA

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I have
the honor of representing one of the
largest congressional districts east of
the Mississippi, the West Virginia Sec-
ond District.

Some of the best-kept secrets in West
Virginia, and certainly my district, are
the wonderful small towns and the
sense of community they provide.
Treasures like these are worth cele-
brating every single day.

Last Sunday, the city of Ripley in
Jackson County, West Virginia, cele-
brated its 175th anniversary, and I had
the privilege of attending the celebra-
tion with the mayor and many fine
citizens of Ripley.

I thought it was very fitting to read
the city’s motto, “Ripley: Proud of our
past—Excited about our future.”

Much has changed in America since
1832 when Ripley was founded, but the
fact is that Ripley remains one of the
best small towns in the country.

In fact, when the President was look-
ing for a place to celebrate our Na-
tion’s birthday in 2002, he looked no
further than Ripley, West Virginia. It
was a great decision. Every year, Rip-
ley has the largest Independence Day
celebration of any small town in Amer-
ica. We welcomed the President, and he
enjoyed his West Virginia visit.

Let us all remember that small
towns are truly the heart and soul of
America, just as they were in 1832 at
Ripley’s founding. I am honored to rep-
resent them here in Washington.

———

FAILURES IN IRAQ

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, last
night President Bush accepted respon-
sibility for the failures in Iraq. Yet he
offered no real strategy for winning the
war in Iraq or the broader struggle
with terrorism.

Many military and foreign policy ex-
perts, including the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, have acknowledged that the
President’s proposal to increase troop
strength is not a solution to the ongo-
ing instability in Iraq.

I believe that an influx of troops will
actually worsen the situation on the
ground. Not only that, but redeploying
20,000 additional troops in Iraq will
stretch our already fully deployed
Armed Forces even further.

I am particularly concerned that de-
ploying additional troops will signifi-
cantly hinder our ability to effectively
combat the global terrorist threat. In
fact, the very consideration of rede-
ploying troops in Iraq means that we
are distracted from the wider war on
terrorism, especially in Afghanistan
where additional forces may be nec-
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essary to rein in al Qaeda and the
Taliban.

———

DEMOCRATS NEED TO LAY OUT
IRAQ PLAN

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, you
know, it is time for the Democrat
Party to lay out its plan for Iraq. I un-
derstand the echo chamber of 1lib-
eralism is going to be teeing off on the
President all week long. I understand
that, because that is what has been
going on for 6 months and, indeed, in
some circles for a year.

There are 656 Members, in fact, of the
Get Out of Iraqg Now Caucus, and I ac-
tually have a lot of respect for them
because they have a vision, they have a
plan. The plan is: get out of Iraq.

Now there is no answer to the ques-
tion: What happens then? What hap-
pens then when you have an American
defeat internationally in the Middle
East, when you turn over the third
largest o0il producing nation in the
world to a terrorist state? What hap-
pens to the people over there who are
pro-America or pro-democracy? They
don’t answer that question, and I un-
derstand that.

But for the other Democrats who are
so enthusiastically piling on the Presi-
dent right now, and certainly I want to
say as a Republican it has not been
going well and we do need a new
change in direction, but I would say to
the majority party, put your plan on
the table.

———

PASS EMBRYONIC STEM CELL
RESEARCH

(Mr. UDALL of New Mexico asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, my uncle, Mo Udall, served
here in the House of Representatives
for 30 years. For the last 10 years, he
served with Parkinson’s disease, and
every day his friends and colleagues
saw this crippling disease take a little
piece of him. Millions of families are
facing the same Kkind of disabling dis-
eases: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, lupus
and many more.

The bill we will consider today on the
House floor gives these millions of
American families hope. There is great
promise in stem cell research. This bi-
partisan bill would increase the num-
ber of embryonic stem cell lines eligi-
ble for Federal research.

I hope that the President will recon-
sider his ill advised veto and give
American families hope.

———
MIDDLE EAST DISASTER

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California

asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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